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HHPOAOIOX

H Exinvikny Apyawopetpicry Etapeia (EAE) kon 1) opddo Tov empeAnt@v g Tapovcog
£KO00MC, HE WIOITEPT YOPd TaPadidOVY OTO EMOTNUOVIKS AVRLYVWOTIKO KOG 10 fiAio auTo, T0 0Nol0
avTikatonIpilel pia mepiodo appdmtag e Apyaiopetpiag omyv EArada. H €kdoon tov yiveral o
suvepyaoio pe v Etapeia Meoonviakdv ApyaloAoyikdv Zrovdav Ko COUTITTEL LE T1) CUURATPOOT
gixool ypovov dpactmprotitag g EAE, n onola eival 1o apyoidtepo EMGTNHOVIKO 2OUATEID TOV
KAGdoL otnv Evpon.

O1 “ApyaopeTpikés Meréteg o v Envua) [poistopio ko Apyométnte” anoTVIOVOUY
TIC SpaoTnploTNTec eAANVIKGOVY Kol EEvev opddav, mov eotidloviar otov EAMadd ywpo xat myv
Korpo, katd v tekevtaio dexaetio. H Slemotpoviky apocEyyion yio I SEpgvuvnon CTIHAVTIKOV
OepdTOV apYUtOAOYIKIG, TOAOTEPBAAAOVIIKNG, TUAQOUVOPOTOAOYIKAG KAT. ONUACIHG, TTAV Kol
TOPAUEVEL TPOTAPYIKO XAPAKTNPIOTIKO TV OPYUIOHETPIKDY PEAET®Y. TODTO €ivarl EHOAVES Kal OTIS
neréteg mov mepiéxovial o1o Piprio. Ot TEPIGCOTEPES LRIOYPAPOVINL ALO OVO M K NEPLGGOTEPOVG
EPEVVIITEC DIAPOPETIKAOV EISIKOTATWY, OV GUVEPYASTKAV OO TOV (PYIKO TPOPANUATIONO PEYPL Ko
v aE10AGYNOT TOV AROTEAECUATOV. ATO TNV droyn auTh eaiverat va £xet 1on emtevyBel évag veo,
KOWOC Y10, OAOVC TOVG EPELVNTIEG TPOTOG EMOTNUOVIKNG EMKOWVMVIOG Kol SoxEIPIoNG Sed0UEVMV 1]
AMOTEAEOUATOV, YEYOVOC IOV TPOOIWVILEL OKOUN TEPIGOOTEPES UPYALOUETPIKEG EPEVVEG GTO PEAAOV.

O gpyaoieg mov mepthapuPavoviat atov opo Pacilovial 68 avaKOWOGELS TOV TAPOVCLUOTIKAY,
ue idovg N mopeppepeic tithovg, oto 3° Lvunoco Apyawoperpiag e EAE mov mpayparomomonke
stnv ABRva (6-10/11/1996). To. keipeva mov vaofrndnkay yia dnpocicvon afioloMmbnxav ard ovo M
KO TPEIC KPUTee, ot Edkéc mepwmtwoels. H emhoyn tov gpyacidv yia v mapodca £KO0CT EYIVE UE
Baon avt TV aEloroynon. AKorolncay S10pBaOcEl; Kal AVAPOPGDGEL; ARLO TOVG GUYYPUPELS KOL GE
OPIOHEVEC TIEPITTMOELS TA KEILEVE CUUTATIPOBNKAY e VEOTEPA EPEVVITIKA AMOTEALGHATA.

S1a @pBpa TOL SUOGIEVOVIAL PHEALTOVIQL Ol TEPICCOTEPEG KUTTYOPIES APYAIOAOYIKOY DAKMV:
KEPUUIKEG, METOAAQ, UAPHEPE K.G TETPOUATA, OYIOVOG, QAYEVTIOVY], YUOAL, KOVIapaTa, YPOCTIKEC,
OKEAETIKO VAIKO, opyavikd katdiowta kAx. Ot 39 and g 64 £pyacies eival YPaPUEVEG GTNV EAANVIKT
YAOOOO Kol Ot DIOAOUEC oV ayyAlkT}. X& OAgg emovvanteton repiAnyn g devTepng yAwooas. H
EMITPOTN £KS00NC UEPIUVICE 1BIiTEPE Y TN YAMOOIKY) OHOLOYEVELWR, TNV EICQAYMYY] OTNV EAANVIKT
EevOYADOoWV OpmV -EYXEIPNHE OY1 TEVTOTE €0KOAO- KoL T S10pBwon AERTOUEPEIDOV Ol OTOLEG oAV
CKOTYLES 0O EKSOTIKY] GOy, (MGTE Ol EPYAOIES MOV EYKPIONKAY Y1a SNHOCIELCT VI AVIATOKPIVOVTQL
GT( GNULEPLVA OEOOLLEVL.

To BBrio amevfiveral o€ £VPY PAGLO EMOTNHOVOV, TEXVIKDV KAl QOITNTOV TaV Be@pnTiKOV
Kol DeTIKOV EMOTNUAV, OV EVOIOQEPOVIAL YiO TIG OPYOMOPETPIKEG HEBOBOVG Kol TIG OMUEPIVES
SUVATOTNTEC EQAPUOYOY TOVG oL ovEdvovion Oeapatikd Ta TEAELTAIR YPOVIR E TNV ELOAYOYT) TOV
véwv teypvohoyidv. Ol eEMTUYEIS EPELWTIKEG EQUPHOYEG TOL TEPOVGIALOVIOL QVRPEVETAL VO EIVOL
B1oiTEpa SIAPOTIOTIKES Y10 OPYAIOAOYOUG KOl oUvINPNTES. AKOUT, HETA TN CYXETIKG TPOSHATN
£100yOYR TOV PaONpatog ™G APYXCIOUETPING OF TPOYPAUUOTH RTPOTTVYLUKGDY GCROVOMV VEWV
Moavemomukov TNpatoy, KoADTTETo 68 IKavoTomTiko Pabpud n avaykn HTaping £VOG EYKUPOL Kal
sOyypovou Pondfiuatoc Y1 Toug eortnTés. Me myv aviykn aut} Katd vou, ot TEPLEYOHEVES EPYUOIES
éyouv SopOpwdei oe oxtd Ogpatikég Evomres-Kepdhoma: 1. Xpovohoynoews-Avbeviikotnra, 2.
MoroonepiPpdrirov-AvOpwroroyikéc Meréteg, 3. Iempuoikés Awrokomnoeis, 4. XapoKInpiopog Kat
Msiétn Yhkaov, 5. Apyaio Aatopeia, 6. Apyaic Metaireia-Metariovpyia, 7. Texvoroyia-Eunopio
omv Avatolkny Mecdyeio xatd v Ilpoictopikt) Emoynp xar 8. Egappoyéc Maebnpatikov kol
Ytaniotikov Mebodwv. £1o téhog Tov Pifriov vrdapyet éva Evpetipio Opwv kabwg kot va Evpempro
2UYYPOUPEDV.

Evyapiotodpe Beppd 1o péin tng Acbvois Emompovikiic Emtpomig yw v ovoactik
GUVELOQOPE TOUC otV emotnpoviky a&loddynon tov epyacidv: Kebnynm) Miyand Bafeiion, Av.
Kabnymipie Hovayuwte Boowteiov, Koabnynmy Myand  Aegputlaxn, Kobnmm Koevotavtivo
Zoagewphto, Apa [avanmm Oecovidxn, Apa Evayysho Kaxofoyidvvm, Kabnynmy Mumnaon
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Kapayiavwn, Apa Booiieio KvAikoyiov, Kadnynm Kovotavrivo Kotoakn, Kabnynm Iwdvvn
AvprtCn, Av. Kabnmzrpua Avtikieia Mouvvdpéa-Aypagpidm, Apa Ndpyo [Havaywpn, Kabnynm
['eopyio A. TTaradnuntpiov, Kabnynnj Zravpo Marapapivomovio, Avaninpot] Kabnymm Basiisio
epokaron, KaOnmm| Adapdvrio Zapyov, Apa Aviya zapraxn, Kabnynm ledvwn Ztpam,
Katnynm Znrupidove Tlapapia, Kabnynm IHavayudt Daxiapn, Apa ‘Egn dotov-Jones, Apa
20poKAT Puunraxn, Apa Anpitpio XapeAGurove, Avarinpoth Kabnynt Iwévvn Xpvooviaxn, Ap
Peter M. Day, Kabnynt Norman Hertz, Ka8nynti Richard E. Jones, Kabnynt Apa Hans Mommsen,
Kanynt Apa Ernst Pernicka, Ka6nynt John Weymouth ka1 Apa Olwen Williams-Thorpe.

lowitepeg evyapiotieg anevbivoviar oty AyyeAiva Bésoov-Ntoun yia TNV TOAVTIUN TEYVIKT)
KOl YPOUUGTEOKT) VIOCTAPIEN ota mpodto oTtddio tov épyov. H emefepyacia twv KEWEVOV, M
YneoroinoT kol i enelepyacio ewdvov npocpipinkay and mv etoupeia OETIE AUTHENTICS EINE
(Betikég Emotipeg omv Téyw-lotopia-Tovtripnon) ue Vv owitepn epovtido ™ Maopiag
Kapayewpyov, cvvepyatidac e OETIZ.

H Eraipeia Meoanviaxdv Apyaiodoyixadv Erovdcv LROCTNPIEE OIKOVORIKE T1jv TEAIKT QAoT TNG
ekooong ov Pifriov. Eto AZ. g Erapeiog ko waitepa otov npoeopo tov, Kabnynth [Iétpo
OLueAn, exppaloviat o1 BepudTEpE ELYAPIOTIES.

Tédog, evyapiotovpe Bepud 10 1dpvua 7. @. Kwordmoviov Yyl I yopnyia n omoia £manie
KaBop1oTIKG poRo oTnV OAOKANPwON THE £Kd00MC.

lwavvne Mracidkog, EAévny Adovmn, l'edpylog Pakopéiing

Abnva 2001
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PREFACE

After three decades of a gradual buildup, Archacometry studies in Greece have entered a phase
of maturity. The principal task of the Editonal team was to present, in one volume, a panoramic view
of this phase of maturity covering developments over the last decade. The publication is an outcome of
the Cmperatit}n between the “Hellenic Soctety of Archacometry” (HSA) and the “Society of Messenian
Archaeological Studies”. Moreover, the release of this book coincides with the 20™ anniversary of the
HSA, the oldest scientific society 1n the field ot Archaeological Science in Europe.

“Archacometry Issues in Greek Prehistory and Antiquity” comprises an almost complete
record of studies, carried out by Greek and foreign research groups over the last decade, geographically
focused on the ancient Greek world including Cyprus. The multi-disciplinary approach, aiming at the
investigation of issues of archaeological, palaco-environmental, palaeo-anthropological etc importance,
constitutes the main teature ot the archaeometry studies. This is evident in the present volume, where
two or more authors-specialists, mostly coming from different fields sign the majority of the papers;
they collaborated trom the initial questioning through the data acquisition till their conclusions. In this
sense, a new common basis of scientific communication and of data or results management has already
been achieved allowing exchange of knowledge among different experts. This will lead to an increase
in the number of future collaborations in the field of archaeometry.

The articles in this book are based on selected papers initially presented at the 3™ Symposium on
Archacometry of the HSA, held in Athens (6-10/11/1996). The manuscripts submitted tor publication
were refereed and evaluated by the members of an International Board of Referees. Substantial
reworking of submitted papers included also updating by the authors, while necessary editorial changes
were made to some of them.

Almost all types of archaeological materials are studied 1n these papers: ceramics, metals,
marbles and other stones, obsidian, faience, glass, plaster, pigments, skeletal material, organic residues
etc. Out of 64 papers 39 are written in Greek ant the rest in English. All papers include a summary in
the second language. Special care was taken to harmonize the language in all texts, as well as to
translate the foreign terminology into Greek, a goal not always completely attainable.

The book 1s addressed to archaeologists, conservators and scientists from various fields. The
introduction of modern technologies in archacometry studies, described in case-studies, will be of
special interest to most readers. In addition, after the introduction of Archaeometry in the
undergraduate curricula of new University Departments in Greece this book may also prove useful to
students of Archaeology.

The papers are arranged in (8) Chapters as follows: 1. Dating-Authenticity, 2. Palaco-
environment - Anthropological Studies, 3. Geophysical Prospection, 4. Characterisa-tion and Study of
Matenals, 5. Ancient Quarries, 6. Ancient Metals-Metallurgy, 7. Technology and Trade in the Eastern
Mediterranean during Prehistory and . Applications of Mathematical and Statistical Methods. A
keywords index including commonly used terms and an authors index are placed at the end of the
volume,

The Editors are particularly grateful to the members of the International Committee of Referees
for reviewing the submitted manuscripts: Dr Dimitris Charalampous, Assoc. Professor loannis
Chrysoulakis, Dr Peter M. Day, Professor Michael Dermitzakis, Professor Panagiotis Faklaris, Dr
Sophocles Filippakis, Professor Norman Hertz, Professor Richard E. Jones, Dr Evangelos
Kakavogiannis, Protessor Miltiades Karayannis, Dr Vasilios Kilikoglou, Professor Konstantinos
Kotsakis, Proftessor loanmis Liritzis, Professor Dr Hans Mommsen, Assoc. Professor Antiklia
Moundrea-Agrafioti, Dr Georgios Panagiaris, Professor Georgios D. Papadimitriou, Professor Stavros
Papamarnnopoulos, Assoc. Protessor Vasilios Perdikatsis, Professor Dr Ernst Pernicka, Dr Effie
Photos-Jones, Protessor Adamantios Sampson, Dr Anaya Sarpaki, Professor Ioannis Stratis, Dr
Panagiotis Theoulakis, Professor Spyridon Tzamarias, Assoc. Professor Panagiota Vasiliou, Professor
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Michael Vavelidis, Professor John Weymouth, Dr Olwen Williams-Thorpe and Professor Konstantinos
Zafiratos.

Besides, we express our thanks to Angelina Vossou-Domi for her valuable technical and
secretanal support during the first stage of the work. The text processing, the image digitisation and
processing were offered by THETIS AUTHENTICS Ltd with the special care of Maria Karageorgou,

collaborator of THETIS.
The Society of Messenian Archaeological Studies generously supported financially the final

stage of the publication. Special thanks are due to the Board of this Society and particularly to its
Chairman, Professor Petros Themelis.
We would also like to express our sincere thanks to the 1. F. Kosropoulos Foundation, for its

contribution to meet the cost of this publication.

Yannis Bassiakos, Elem1 Aloupi, Yorgos Facorellis Athens 2001
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ANTI HPOAOI OY

ATOTEAEL OAMC 10WITEPT] VIO HEVE THLY) TO YEYOVOS OTL LOU SIVETON 1) SUVATOTNTA VO TPOACYICH TNV Qv
veipag ékdoon mov meprapPaverl smAisypévo dpbpa amo aVTE TOL TAPOVCIACTNKAV GTO 37 ZVUTOGIO
Apyaopetpioc ™e EAAnvikne Apyauopetpikig Etaipeiag (EAE) to onoio dwopyavobdnke oty Abhva
tov NogufBpo touv 1996. Q¢ avaoka@eas Kol aoYOAOVIEVOS HE TNV AROKAALYT, TI] HEAETN KAl TNV
QVASEIET TWV LAIKOV KATAAOWT®OV TOU TapPeABOVTIOS e GTOYO TN YVOIO) TNG IGTOPIKTS OLROPOUNS TOU
avOpomrov, aiobdvinka and ToAD vopic ™MV avaykn va cuvEPYROT® pe CLVUOEAQOUS TwV DeniKov
gmoTUOV Ko va (oo T oupovAr] kat 1) S PoAY] TOUG OTNV EMIAVGT] TPOPANHATOV CYETIKOV JLE
Oépoata mPMTICTME TPOEALLONS KAl YPOVOAOYNONS, CAAG TaLTOYpOvo Kol HE BEpata OvVIOYNG,
oLOTAOTNC, WIOTNTWVY, CLVTIPNOTG KL ATOKATACTAGTS TV VAIKWY.

H Onteia pov otn veoovotatn, katd tn dexaetia tov 80, Egopela [Taimoavipwmoroyiag Ko
raniaioroyiac tov Yrovpyeiov [ToAMTiopod pov npooc@epe HETOED GAAWV TN MOVAOIKT] ELKULPI VO
YVopiom, va cuvdebd @IAIKE Kol va GUVEPYUGT® HE GUVROEAPOUS OLUPOPETIKMOV EMCTIHOVIK®OV
KAQOWV, OMWG HE QUOIKOVG, YEMQPUGIKOVS, YNUIKOVS, MOANIOUVIPOTOAOYOUS, TOARIOVIOAOYOUC,
apyaolwordyovs. Xapn ¢’ autolg, ot onoiot steAfywoav otaoiakd Tavemomuaxka Iopopata Kat
Epsovntikd lvotitovta 000nke onuaviikny @Oncrn otnv opyalopeTpiky Epevve o1 yopa pag. To
EOviko Kévipo ‘Epevvag dvoikov Emompav (mponv Kévipo Hupnvikeov Epevvav) «Anpuoxpiroo»
ftov, ko sEakorovdel va eivon, otabepd onueto avapopds Kat TPMTOTOPOS OPYAVIGHOS OTHY
npobnon Twv apyaousTpikov gpevvev otnv EAAGda. Enuavtikiy NTav kot givat 1 cupPoin tou
Epyaotmpiov Fitch tng Bpettavikng Apyaoroyikne Zxoing omnv Adnva, kabmg Kol Tov aviictoryov
Epyaotmpiov Wiener ¢ Apepikaviking Zyoing Kiaowkov Zmovdov mov 10pLtnke npdc@ata. AnO 10
1983 eiye nmpotabei 1 idpvon evog Kévipov Epevvov Apyatopetpiag kon oto Yrovpyeio [Toitiopov,
QA EIVOL TODAQYIOTOV GROYONTELTIKO vo SlamoTtovel Kaveic 0Tt 11 TpdTaoT] aLTH OEV €YEL AKOUT
aneBel ocoPapd vroyn and to Kpatog, HoAovOTt 40V TapEADEL E1KOOL TEPITOL YPOVIL UTTO TOTE.

To 1986 ne mpwroBoviia e cvvadéipov AvrikAcwag Aypaeuotn opyaveobnke and tov Topco
Apyaoroyiac kot lotopiac g Téxwme tov [lavemompiov g Kpimg oto Pebupvo o oeipa
eAe0Bepv pobnudtov Apyaloperplag yio ToVg QOLTNTES UG, GTA ONOl0 CLUVERAANY TOAAOL AT TOVS
UETEYOVTEC HE ONHOVTIKEC OVOKOWNOOELS GTOV TapovIa Topo. Tephotia Prjpata £x0uv YIvel omd TOTE
npo¢ MV Katevbovon g eioayoyns pHabnudtov ApyaopeTplac oTa TPOYPAUNATE CTOVOWY TOV
Tunuértov lotopilag - Apyouoroyiag-tov Tlavemompiov pac. [lepitpavn andoeiln) g avayvoplong
TOU POAOL TNG APYUIOUETPIOG OTNV APYALIOYVOCTIKY £pELva anoTEAEL 1] dpucT Tousa Apyatoroylog &
Apyatopetpiog oto Tuqpue Mecoysiakwyv Zrovdwv tov Havertotnuiov tov Ayaiov, xab®S Kol 1)
Swaokaiia cwoayoyikav poadnudtov Apyawopetpioc oto Tunua lotoplag — Apyooroyiog -
Kowwvikne AvBpwmroioyiag tov [Tavemotniov g ®ecouilag kot o€ aAia Tunuarta.

‘Eyet yivelr TALov GuVEIdNON OTL 1] £pEuva ToL TAPEABOVTOS, VIO TNV EVPELR EVVOLL TOV OPOL, ATO
T0 OTAd0 TNG AMOKOALYNG TWV VAIKOV KOTOAOITWV WE OvOOKOEN UEYPLS EKEIVO TN TEAIKNG
ONUOGIEVCTC TOVS, OMOLTEL JEMCINUOVIKT} TPOCGEYYION KOl OTEVI] CUVEPYUCIQ ME TNV 100TIUT
CUUUETOYN EMOTNUOVOV o0 TOIKIAOUG KAAOOUS, avAAoYd HE TO YWPO OMOL MPAYUATOMOELTHL 1)
£PELVO KO TA YPOVIKA Oplt GTA OMOL0 EVIACGOVIO TA VAIKGQ KATAAOTA OV TPOEPYOVIOL A0 QUTTV,
OTWE APYAIOAOYWV, TAANIOYEWYPAPMY, TUANIOVIOADY®V, YEOADYMV, TETPOAOYMV, QUOLK®V, XNHIKOV,
TaAQLOAVOPOTOAO YOV, TOAOLMOAOY®WY, BIOAOYWV, TAAUVOAOYV KAl AAAMDV.

H npwikn enoyn, xotd v onola €vag apyalordyos, HE Evay 1KavO eVIOTE EMOTATH Kol TAT00G
EPYATOV, OVESKOMTE, OmmC vopwle, oyxediale, Qotoypagle, kabBapile Kol KATEYPUPE TU Kivnta
EUPNUOTO KUl TEAIKQ OMNUOGIEVE HOVOC TO OROTEAEGUATA TOV EPELVOV TOL E£XEl TAPEADEL, OMEG
TovAdyiotov OcAm va motevw, avemotpenti. H elewikevon eival ovoaykoio Kol HETOCL TV
apyeloAOYmV, KaBEVaC amd ToUug OMOIoVE, TEPU WO TN YVOCT TNE AVUCKUPIKNG TEXVIKNG sire qua non,
OQeiAgl v avOoAOpPBOvVEL T HEAETN £I0IKAG KOTNYOPIOS VAIKOU, ONMG Yt TAPAOEIYHA YALTTOV,
QYYELWV, ETYPOPOV, VOUISHATOV K. (. KOl HOAIGTO UI0C CUYKEKPIMEVTC YPOVIKIE TEPLOOOD.

Q¢ apoeopog ¢ Etapeine Meoonviakmv Apyaiolovikmv Zrovowv, 1 onowx mepriefore €8
APYNE HE EUMOTOCUVY] TNV TPocTabela EKONAMVOVTOS KOl EUTPAKTA TNV UTOCTNPISH TS, Do nbeAa va
cLuyYep®w 10 Atowntike ZuvuppovAo ¢ EAE ko tou¢ emotnuovikoug empueAntés EAevn Aiovunn,
[wdvvn Mraciako kal Nopyo Gakopérin Kol vo TOVS EKPPACE TNV aTOAVTH IKAVOTOINGT] HOL Yt TO
APTIO EKOOTIKO AMOTEAEGHQ, TOL EIUAL GIYOLPOS OTL o TOYEL TNG AVIATOKPLOTC OV TOL GEILEN.

[1gTpog OEpeing
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IN LIEU OF A PROLOGUE

I am particularly honoured to be given the possibility to preface this edition, based on a selection of
articles presented at the 3™ Symposium on Archacometry of the Hellenic Society of Archaeometry
(H.A.S.), held in Athens in November 1996. In the course of my work as a field archaeologist I have
been engaged with the unveiling, researching and presenting material remnants of the past, in order to
trace the historical course of mankind. Quite early I felt the need to collaborate with colleagues from
the natural sciences in order to get advice and draw on their experience initially concerning questions
of provenance and dating. This interaction brought to my attention the potential of natural sciences in
matters of durability, composition, mechanical properties, conservation and restoration of materials.

During my service in the Ephorate of Palaeoanthropology and Speleology in the 80’s, I had the
chance to meet and collaborate with physicists, geophysicists, chemists, palaeo-anthropologists,
archaeo-zoologists. Many of these colleagues eventually took up positions in Universities and Research
Establishments and formed the nucleus for archacometry studies in Greece. The National Center for
Scientific Research (former Nuclear Research Centre) “Demokritos” provided the first institutional
reference point and continues to promote archaeometry research in Greece since the early 80’s.
Important contributions were also made by the Fitch Laboratory of the British Archaeological School at
Athens and its equivalent, recently established Wiener Laboratory of the American School of Classical
Studies. It is disappointing that the suggestion made in 1983 for the creation of a similar Research
Center for Archacometry research under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture has not yet been given
sertous consideration by the Ministry.

In 1996, the imitiative of our colleague Dr Antikleia Agrafiotis, a series of open lectures on
Archaeometry were offered to the Archaeology and Art History students of the University of Crete in
Rethymno. Many of the authors in the present volume contributed to those lectures. Since then,
sigmiicant steps have been made towards integrating Archaeometry courses in the curricula of History
& Archaeology Departments in Greek Universities. Two recent examples are offered by the
Archaeology & Archaeometry Division of the Department of Mediterranean Studies at the University
of Aegean, and the introductory Archaeometry courses in the Department of History-Archaeology and
Soctal Anthropology at the University of Thessaly.

It 1s now taken for granted that research into the past, in the wider sense of the term, from
excavation to publication requires multidisciplinary teams which, depending on the space and time
frames, may involve archaeologists palaco-geographers, palae-ontologists, biologists, palynologists and
others.

[ for one believe that the “heroic age” in which an archaeologist with an occasionally efficient
foreman and swarms of workers, excavated intuitively, designed, photographed, cleaned and recorded
the finds and finally published on his own the results of his research, has passed by for good.
Nowadays specialisation is necessary even amongst archaeologists, where beyond his ‘sine qua non’
excavating technique insight, each one is led to undertake both the study of a specific material
category, such as sculptures, vessels, inscriptions, coins et al. and that of a specific era.

The Society of Messenian Archaeological Studies has been convinced right from the beginning
of the importance to publish the present volume and decided to express its support in deed. As a
Chairman of this Society I would like to congratulate the Board of the HSA and the editors E. Aloupi,
Y. Bassiakos, Y. Facorellis. Finally I would like to express my sense of satisfaction with the editorial
result, which I am sure will meet with a well-deserved response.

Petros Themelis

16




|




